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Alison Martin, Ph.D., Executive Director of The Livestock
Conservancy since 2015, is returning to her role as
Program Director. Martin will guide conservation
initiatives to save endangered breeds like the Clydesdale
horse pictured here at George Washington's
Mount Vernon. Clydesdales are listed as

B Threatened on the Conservation Priority List.
Photo by Jeannette Beranger.
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include maintaining the current

programs of The Livestock Conservancy,
strengthening the organization’s
collaborative partnerships with agriculture
industry stakeholders, and serving rare
breeds. The former emergency room
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time as the Interim Executive Director until
the position is filled.
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STRONGER TOGETHER

There's still time to participate in The
Livestock Conservancy's Cultivating
Leadership in Breed Organizations
online training series. The nine-part
webinar series is offered live once
from 6:30-7:30 pm Eastern Time on
the third Thursday of each month.

To register for the upcoming modules
or the entire series, visit The Livestock
Conservancy online store at https://
livestockconservancy.org/ resources/
online-store/.

“Managing Risk,” April 20, 2023

“Managing a Herdbook or Registry,”
May 18, 2023

FOR THE
PLANET

The Livestock Conservancy is

now an approved environmental
partner with 1% for the Planet.
Contributions made through this
organization can be designated to
support heritage breeds of livestock
and poultry. Learn more at https://
onepercentfortheplanet.org/.

WELCOME TO OUR NEWEST
LIFE MEMBER!

The Livestock Conservancy would
like to give a special thanks to
Charles L. Barnes of New Castle,

VA, who recently chose to support
conservation programs by becoming
a Life Member.

To become a Life Member, contact
Karena Elliott at 806-570-0874 or
kelliott@livestockconservancy.org
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LIVESTOCK CONSERVANCY LIBRARY

Breed histories are one of the most
important tools for conserving rare
livestock and poultry. That's why The
Livestock Conservancy maintains an
extensive library of books, guides,
pamphlets, reports, catalogs, and
directories dating back nearly 200 years.

For example, Farmers Bulletin No.
920,“Milk Goats,"is a USDA pamphlet
describing the diverse breeds of milking
goats and their management. Turkey
Management by Marsden and Martin is
a complete 1939 manual about how to
breed, manage, and market turkeys.

Information in The Livestock
Conservancy's library documents
individual breeds and provides details
shared in more than 190 breed profiles
found on the website. Some of our
collection's information, drawings, and
photographs are out of print and perhaps
found nowhere else in the world.

The Writings of Isaac Hunter dates from
the early 1900s and includes articles

written for magazines about the sheep
and poultry industries in the U.S. The
Guide Book and Standard, Rabbits, and
Cavies from 1928 features illustrated
breed descriptions and breed standards,
as well as information on feed, housing,
member lists, and recipes.

The Cotswold Flock Book by the
Cotswold Sheep Society lists registered
flocks and an essay on the origin, history,
and present-day position of Cotswold
sheep in 1892. Rare Breeds by Lawrence
Anderson is a small 30-page, undated
book with a basic description of rare
breeds of animals found in the UK.

The Livestock Conservancy welcomes
donations to the library, especially if
publications are more than 75 years old.
The Livestock Conservancy cannot pay
for shipping, but will provide a receipt
recognizing your donation in grateful
appreciation for helping document the
history of rare breeds.

BOOKS AVAILABLE IN OUR STORE

ADVANCED REPRODUCTIVE
TECHNOLOGIES FOR EQUINE
BREED CONSERVATION
Second Edition

New Edition

New Edition

Features Dr. Martin

First Edition

The Livestock Conservancy News, Spring 2023 | Page 3



X

THANKYOU, ALISON!

Above, Dr. Alison Martin inspects a Karakul sheep hide. Karakuls are listed as Threatened on the Conservation Priority List. Martin was
always interested in livestock and poultry. In the top left photo, she holds a rabbit as a teen. That interest carried through to her work
with The Livestock Conservancy as both Program Director and Executive Director. In the top right, she holds a Sussex chicken, listed as
Recovering. In the bottom right, Martin learns to drive a pair of Heritage Shorthorn oxen, listed as Threatened. Photos courtesy of Martin.

Alison Martin, Ph.D., was appointed
Executive Director of The Livestock
Conservancy in December 2015.

Under her leadership, the organization
experienced unprecedented growth.

While serving as Executive Director,
Martin has worn two and sometimes three
hats. She continued to serve as Program
Director and as the sole fundraiser for the
first three years of her tenure until hiring a
full-time development director in 2019.

The Livestock Conservancy’s Board
of Directors committed to separating
the positions of Executive Director and
Program Director while developing a
new strategic plan. Martin was deeply
engaged in this work. In February 2023,
she asked to once again lead Program
staff as Director in coming years.

“I am proud of having led The Livestock
Conservancy through the strongest
growth it has ever experienced,” she
said.“Now | look forward to guiding the
expansion of conservation initiatives to
save endangered breeds under the new
Five Year Strategic Plan.”

Her leadership was characterized by
dedication and success in conservation
programs, communications, financial
oversight, organizational management,
and staff leadership.

Fundamental conservation work
under Martin’s direction included the
annual livestock census, evaluation of
Conservation Priority List (CPL) rankings,
breeder support, and education. The
results of the 2015 Poultry Census enabled
Orpington and Wyandotte chickens
to graduate from the CPLin 2016. The
CPL rankings of even more breeds were
stabilized thanks to Martin’s efforts in
cryopreservation, detailed breed census,
breeding recommendations, partnerships,
and even rescues of genetically significant
herds and flocks. A total of eight breeds
graduated in eight years under her watch.

Martin took a special interest in Santa
Cruz Island sheep. She brought breeders
together and managed the registry for
many years. Today, they are more secure
than they were seven years ago.

Her promotion of heritage livestock and

poultry combined with breeder education
has been a successful conservation
strategy. Outreach events, including the
Mother Earth News partnership launched
in 2010, introduced thousands of new and
receptive audience members to heritage
breeds. Public events, breed association
meetings, the annual Livestock
Conservancy conference, publications,
and web resources have all grown and
improved under her leadership.

The Livestock Conservancy reached
a new level of success when Martin
developed the “Next Generation Farming:
Heritage Breeds for the Northeast” grant
proposal for The Manton Foundation.
This two-year conservation initiative
launched Shave ‘Em to Save ‘Em and
Livestock Conservancy Microgrants. It
also included conservation measures for
American Milking Devon cattle, including
population analysis, genetic testing, milk
testing, promotion, and semen banking.

Today, funding from The Manton
Foundation continues to strengthen
relationships with breed associations and
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clubs for a more significant conservation
impact. “Cultivating Leadership”is the first
professional development program ever
created for breed organizations. Pedigree
registration services for rare breeds were
also launched in late 2021.

The 2021 Murray McMurray Poultry
Census, the Archer/Jones Poitou Census,
and the Brown Foundation Gulf Coast
Sheep Census continued fundamental
conservation work under her leadership
with exciting momentum.

Martin launched The Livestock
Conservancy’s Annual Report and
published the second edition of
Managing Breeds for a Secure Future and
the first edition of Advanced Reproductive
Technologies for Equine Breed Conservation.
Brand consistency also improved through
trademarking The Livestock Conservancy'’s
name and logo.

Online information grew significantly
amidst the travel restrictions of the COVID
pandemic. The Livestock Conservancy
now provides more than 370 educational
content pages on the website, bringing
more than 504,683 unique visitors to the
livestockconservancy.org website. Visitors
from 218 countries rely on the information
The Livestock Conservancy develops,
publicizes, and maintains. This is the
initial contact most people have with the
organization and is critical for attracting
younger breeders.

As a financial leader, Martin has
produced net profits annually since
2016. She also led the organization in
achieving the 2018-2021 strategic goals
and expanded solicitation efforts by 30
percent. The acquisition of new members
reached all-time highs, and the annual
budget exceeded $1M for the first time.
The Livestock Conservancy successfully
transitioned from a financial review
to its first financial audit in 2019. No
deficiencies were found in the annual
audits, a significant accomplishment for
an organization of this size.

Martin doubled staff and expanded the
use of interns and contractors to cost-
effectively broaden access to needed
skills. She also moved to a cloud-based
platform to accommodate off-site
staff and work-from-home during the
pandemic, continuing “business as usual.”
The organization now operates using a
hybrid model and looks forward to adding
additional remote staff members in
coming years to better represent farmers
across the United States.

“Alison is stellar, and | have known all of
her predecessors,’ said Phil Sponenberg,
Ph.D., DVM, Technical Advisor for The
Livestock Conservancy since 1977.

“Few other national or international
organizations have managed to blend
science and practice as effectively as The
Livestock Conservancy.”’

Thanks to Martin, The Livestock
Conservancy reached milestones
unimaginable before her efforts, creating
lasting relationships important for years
to come. The Livestock Conservancy
continues to be the leading national
organization in the United States devoted
to conserving endangered livestock and
poultry breeds.

“I remain confident we can and will
continue this trajectory under a new
Executive Director,” Martin said. “Much
more work remains to save rare breeds of
livestock and poultry from extinction.”

The search for a new executive director
will begin once the Five Year Strategic
Planning process, currently underway,
concludes before the end of 2023. During
this search, The Livestock Conservancy
Board has appointed Judy Brummer,
M.D., as Interim Executive Director so
Martin can devote most of her attention
to shepherding conservation and science
programs to the next level.

The Livestock Conservancy News, Spring 2023 | Page 5



s
2021 MURRAY MCM

UR

i

S UPDATES

™ -
\ -y

Ayoung light Brahma cockerel, photo by Jeannette Beranger. After data was analyzed from the 2021 Murray McMurray Poultry Census,
six chicken breeds, including the Brahma, will graduate off the Conservation Priority List in 2023.

Accurately counting livestock and
poultry populations in the U.S. is
fundamental to the work of The Livestock
Conservancy. An accurate census helps
determine extinction threat levels for
rare breeds. Census data only includes
breeding animals since this is the
population necessary for breed survival.

Conducting a poultry census is
particularly challenging because there
is no registry process for birds that
indicates breeding population activity.
A targeted and comprehensive survey
is needed generally every five years to
count populations from both private
and commercial poultry keepers who are
actively breeding purebred or standard
bred birds. No crossbred birds are
included in these counts.

Murray McMurray Hatchery partnered
with the Livestock Conservancy for the
2021 Murray McMurray Poultry Census.
This was the most complex heritage
breed count in the 46-year history of
The Livestock Conservancy. Nearly 2,000
breeders and hatcheries submitted
information about 7,500 flocks. Generous
funding provided by Murray McMurray
Hatchery underwrote hundreds of staff
and contractor hours to secure and
analyze the poultry census data.

The Livestock Conservancy chose to
census American Poultry Association
(APA)-recognized large fowl birds,
and bantams that have no large fowl
counterpart. The goal was to identify

older and unique genetics within the
poultry community. A few breeds not
recognized by the APA but that are on
the Conservation Priority List (CPL) were
also included for chickens, ducks, geese,
and turkeys. Census information was
received for a total of 119 breeds.

For the first time, data on individual
color varieties within breeds was
also included. Nearly 90 percent of
respondents keep chickens. Fewer than
40 percent of breeders keep ducks.
Around 20 percent keep turkeys and
about 18 percent raise geese.

Detailed charts and tables sharing
specific counts by breed may be viewed
online at livestockconservancy.org/
mcmurray-national-poultry-census/.

CHICKENS

The APA's American class of chickens
- mostly dual purpose, brown egg layers
— far outnumbers birds within the other
classes and account for 25 percent of
the total birds bred by the private sector.
American breeds are very practical for
people wanting to raise their own food.

The 2021 Murray McMurray Poultry
Census asked for the average flock
size held by respondents. Nearly three
quarters of the 5,328 chicken breeding
flocks held by family farms contain ten
birds or fewer, with the majority of flocks
containing five or fewer birds. Only 170
private breeders had flocks of 50 or more
birds. In contrast, hatchery flock sizes

range from 100 to more than 10,000
breeding birds, making them important
reservoirs of genetics for many breeds
and a natural starting point for people
who are curious about raising their own
poultry. The recent census found a total
238,042 breeding chickens in 2021.

Nine breeds, including the Malay,
Nankin, Catalana, Modern Game, Redcap,
La Fleche, Kraienkoppe, Holland, and
Dorking were either entirely unreported
by hatcheries or down to a small handful
of birds. Private sector breeders are
extremely important to the conservation
of these breeds.

Having many small flocks is
advantageous for conservation because
it diminishes the risk of a single major
breed population being impacted by
a natural disaster or disease outbreak
at one location. One disadvantage of
small flocks, though, is maintaining
or improving productivity and breed
standard within individual flocks. Owners
may struggle to hatch sufficient numbers
of birds each year to select the best
chickens to become the next generation
of breeders. Selection is usually best
when only the top ten percent are kept
for breeding, and that is difficult to
achieve in small flocks of five breeding
birds or less.

Education for small flock owners is
available on The Livestock Conservancy’s
website to learn more about breeder
selection while maintaining genetic
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diversity. Managing Breeds for a Secure
Future is an additional resource that
describes several breeding strategies for
maintaining genetic diversity in poultry.

Because of significant declines since
2015, Aseel, Catalana, Cubalaya, Java,
and Shamo chickens moved to Critical on
the 2022 CPL. Several old bantam breeds
also declined in population and their
genetic status and history in the United
States are being studied further. These
include the Belgian Bearded D'Uccle,
Booted Bantam, Rosecomb Bantam, and
Japanese Bantam.

For the first time, the poultry census
asked for information about color
varieties within breeds. This level of
detail revealed the sobering fact that of
the 44 breeds with multiple varieties,
only 15 breeds had no varieties at major
risk of loss, defined as fewer than 10
flocks. Three color varieties recognized
by the APA were not reported at all in the
census, including the Buff Cornish, White
Houdan, and Wheaten Japanese Bantam.
The Livestock Conservancy would like to
hear from breeders who maintain flocks
of these varieties.

The next steps in assessing color
varieties and comb types will be asking
poultry breeders and geneticists which
of the most vulnerable varieties could be
recreated from more popular varieties
within their breeds, and which would
require crossing in from other breeds.
Developing and perfecting a color
variety takes a great deal of work, time,
and talent. Varieties that would be most
difficult to recreate are worthy of the
most attention to expand breeding
populations before they are lost forever.

With the rise in popularity of keeping
chickens, there are certain breeds that
have had a renaissance both in the
private sector as well as hatcheries.

Six breeds have sufficient numbers to
graduate off of the CPL, including the
Rhode Island Red, Polish, Plymouth Rock,
Delaware, Brahma, and Australorp.

DUCKS

A total of 12,265 breeding ducks in
the private sector were counted in the
2021 McMurray Poultry Census across
four weight classes. Heavy ducks are
most popular, and include the Pekin and
other breeds most often used for meat
production. The second most popular
class were Light Weight breeds, many of
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A pair of Cayuga ducks on pasture, photo byJeannette Beranger Cayuga ducks, currently
listed as Watch on the Conservation Priority List, improved in popularity among private
sector breeders, according to data reported in the 2021 Murray McMurray Poultry Census.

.d‘h

which are raised for egg production by
homesteaders and hobby farmers.

Non-commercial CPL duck populations
have changed little since 2015. Private
breeders continue to be the backbone overall populations of ducks with 22,582
for the Aylesbury, Dutch Hookbill, and breeding birds reported in the 2021

Australian Spotted duck breeds, which

are not bred by hatcheries. All three

breeds continue to be somewhat rare.
Hatcheries maintain fairly constant
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survey. Hatchery populations played

an important role in maintaining or
expanding eight duck breeds, including
Welsh Harlequin, Swedish, Silver
Appleyard, Saxony, Khaki Campbell,
Cayuga, Buff, and Ancona.

One bright spot is the Cayuga duck
population, which has become more
popular since 2015. Their counts among
private breeders grew from around 300
breeding birds to nearly 1,000. Cayugas
at hatcheries also grew from 979 to 1,599
breeding birds, helping move the needle
for this endangered breed!

Unlike chickens, color varieties within
duck breeds don’t appear to have
suffered. However, Black Crested and Buff
Runner ducks were reported in fewer
than ten breeding flocks each, so those
varieties bear closer monitoring.

GEESE

Cotton Patch geese have experienced
a great rise in popularity since 2015.
Thanks to family farms, breeding
populations doubled and Cotton Patch
geese moved from Critical to Threatened
on the CPLin 2022.

Pilgrim and Sebastopol geese have
also increased in counts with both
private and commercial breeders,
while Toulouse, Emden, and Chinese
populations remained stable.

Many goose populations have
declined since 2015. Shetland geese
dropped from 79 to 25 breeding birds,
and Steinbacher geese also continue to
be very rare with only 21 breeding birds
counted. Neither breed has hatchery
populations. Pomeranian geese also
dramatically declined both in private and
hatchery populations.

Geese are the least numerous species
of poultry kept by census respondents.
Less than 18 percent of private poultry
owners keep breeding populations
of geese. This may be the cause for a
trending decline of goose flocks in U.S.
hatcheries. Color varieties among the
goose breeds are fairly stable, except for
the White African goose with 11 flocks
and the Buff Pomeranian with 19 flocks.

Fortunately commercial hatcheries
continue to play an important role in
goose conservation, with 6,910 reported
in hatcheries. These flocks provide
goslings to family farms and homesteads
who raise geese for home consumption
and the holiday market. More details

P e e

Top, Cotton Patch geese on pasture, photo courtesy of Shannon Whidden. Bottom, young
Beltsville Small White turkey toms, photo by of Steve Ashman. Both populations have
increased significantly in the past few years, according to census data.

on census results from hatcheries can
be found through the link shared at the
beginning of this article.

Demand for goose among chefs and
gourmets has also risen, especially
as a seasonal delicacy. The Livestock
Conservancy believes there is
opportunity to put more breeding
birds on the ground to fill this growing
demand. Website resources including the
Pick-A-Goose Breed chart and individual
breed profiles can help with selecting the
right goose for production goals.

TURKEYS

The population of heritage turkeys
remained steady between 2015
and 2021. Turkey breeding flocks at
commercial hatcheries are the most
important players in the recovery of
heritage turkeys with 11,088 breeding
birds. Small breeders also play a separate

and important role in maintaining
diversity. However, overall numbers
of breeding turkeys on farms declined
sharply from 5,857 to 3,679, since 2015.
The general pattern with turkeys is that
numbers decreased in the private sector
but increased at mail-order hatcheries.
Despite this change, as of this census,
officially there are no standard varieties
of turkey that are critically threatened.
Among private breeders, most
varieties have remained stable with
similar numbers between 2015 and 2021.
Varieties with fewer non-commercial
breeders include the Bronze, Midget
White, and Slate. This contributed to
declines in total numbers of all three
varieties, though hatcheries filled some
of the gap for Slate turkeys by increasing
their number of breeding birds.
Hatcheries also increased populations
of Black, Bourbon Red, and Chocolate
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Both private (non-commercial) breeders and mail-order hatcheries play important roles
in conserving the genetic diversity of geese. These graphs represent the estimated number
of breeding geese by breed. Hatcheries did not report any Cotton Patch, Sebastopol,
Shetland, or Steinbacher geese in their breeding flocks.

NUMBER OF BREEDS ! ! !‘ I # BREEDING

IN CPL CATEGORY CHICKENS DUCKS GEESE TURKEYS BIRDS

CRITICAL 12 4 4 0 <500
THREATENED 14 3 3 2 < 1,000
WATCH 16 8 3 6 < 5,000
RECOVERING 4 1 0 0 < 10,000

More detailed charts and tables from the 2021 Murray McMurray Poultry Census are
available online at http://livestockconservancy.org/mcmurray-national-poultry-census/.

varieties. Once critically endangered,
The Livestock Conservancy assisted

in placing starter flocks of Beltsville
Small White turkeys with new breeders,
including two hatcheries. In 2015, there
were only 65 Beltsville Small White
breeding turkeys reported by hatcheries.
In 2021, that number grew nearly 8-fold,
and 510 breeding birds allow more
small farms to raise this breed. The rise
in popularity of Beltsville Small White
turkeys may, however, have contributed
to the decline of the Midget White
because of their similar size.

Overall the outlook for turkeys remains
favorable, largely thanks to hatcheries
who are maintaining larger flocks of
breeding birds and private breeders who
are contributing to genetic diversity by
maintaining many, smaller flocks.

Heritage turkeys have great flavor
and healthy immune systems. For
many small farms, they are a perfect
fit for pasture-based production and
holiday marketing. They also have long
productive life spans. Breeding hens are

commonly productive for five to seven
years and toms for three to five years.

SUMMARY

The 2021 Murray McMurray Poultry
Census conducted by The Livestock
Conservancy confirmed that most
breeding poultry flocks on farms,
homesteads, and in backyards have
between five and 25 birds. Of the 7,500
flocks self-identified by private sector,
non-commercial breeders, only 122
flocks consisted of 50 or more birds.

Census participants enjoy multiple
rewards from their investment of labor
and resources into poultry. The majority
of respondents — 632 - choose poultry
breeds for utilitarian reasons, while
another 556 individuals keep them for
both exhibition and utility. Only 183
of the nearly 2,000 individuals who
submitted surveys, keep poultry strictly
for exhibition.

Thank you to the 2,000 breeders across
America who responded to the survey
help further rare genetic conservation.

SUPPORT CONSERVATION
Want to support heritage breed
poultry conservation? Consider
adding a rare breed to your farm
or homestead. First consider your
production goals, housing, pasture
access, egg needs, and climate to
find the right breed for you.

Expert:
Cubalaya chicken
Dutch Hookbill duck
Toulouse goose
Slate turkey

Intermediate:
Buttercup chicken
Saxony duck
Roman goose
Midget White turkey

Beginner:
Dominique chicken
Ancona duck
Buff goose
Black turkey

Detailed breed information for

all CPL poultry is available on The
Livestock Conservancy website at
LivestockConservancy.org/heritage-
breeds/poultry-breeds.

Help save endangered birds for
the security of tomorrow’s food
system while providing meat,
eggs, exhibition enjoyment, and
breeding stock income.
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MODERN.CRUSADER-OF A HISTORICWELSH BREED

Oogie McGuire wears a cloak she made of Black Welsh Mountain sheep wool, inspired by an 18th century medieval woman's walking
cloak. She raises this Threatened breed with her husband, Ken, on their Desert Weyr Ranch in Colorado. Photo by Brigid McAuliffe.

Oogie McGuire is a Renaissance
woman in modern times. An
accomplished computer scientist and
programmer, she applies her highly
technical skills to the conservation of a
sheep breed with its roots in the Middle
Ages. McGuire joined The Livestock
Conservancy in 2000 and shares her
knowledge and skills generously. She
loves a challenge and follows through
with her visions. These qualities are a
boon for members of the Black Welsh
Mountain Sheep Association in which
she is registrar and much more.

McGuire grew up in Paonia, Colorado.
As a 4-H kid, she kept sheep and angora
goats. After a long absence from sheep
raising, she found herself desiring a
traditional, medieval black Welsh cloak.
While McGuire could have purchased
one or sewn one from purchased cloth,
she decided find Black Welsh Mountain
sheep to raise and shear, buy a spinning
wheel and learn to spin wool, purchase a
loom and learn how to weave, and then
make her cloak.

In the midst of her research on the
cloak, McGuire realized the design in
her head was not historically accurate
for medieval times. Her final result

is best described as an 18th century
woman'’s walking cloak woven from
wool produced by her own Black Welsh
Mountain sheep.

DESERT WEYR RANCH

McGuire's mother raised sheep and
goats for many years. She had a wide
variety of breeds, including Black Welsh
Mountain. When her mother passed
away, McGuire retained the Black Welsh
Mountain and some Shetland sheep.
She and her husband Ken moved them
to California where they were living at
the time. They began refurbishing the
Colorado property where they planned
to stay “for two or three years” before
reselling. By the time the humans and
animals were settled, they decided
against moving again. That was the
origin of Desert Weyr Ranch.

Their Black Welsh Mountain sheep
graze in lush pastures under an apple
orchard planted in 1905. The trees
provide shade to the sheep and a crop
every few years. Fruit is eaten by the flock
once it falls to the ground since labor to
pick the fruit is impractical. The Shetland
sheep were dispersed rather quickly
because they stripped bark off the apple

trees. The Black Welsh Mountain sheep
only do that occasionally.

"It seems to be a problem of mineral
balance," Oogie said.

The McGuires use managed intensive
grazing, a method that improves
pastures by breaking the ground and
depositing manure. It also keeps sheep
healthy by breaking parasite cycles.

At the time of this interview, the
McGuires had about 98 sheep including
40 ewes of breeding age and yearlings
for sale and replacements. They plan
to breed 26 ewes and the rest will be
sold. Oogie does not breed lambs
their first year, so she keeps more rams
than needed for breeding because
she maintains two bloodlines. She
keeps a primary ram, a back-up ram,
and additional quality rams to sell as
breeding stock. This allows her to sell
starter flocks with unrelated ewes and
rams. Her decisions are always driven by
conservation of the species.

The Desert Weyr Ranch flock is entirely
grass, hay, and orchard-fed. They are
supplemented with minerals, but no
grains. The lamb crop is 140 to 160
percent. Their forage-only diet does not
support triplets, but the ewes often drop
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twins. Oogie has included twinning in
her past selection criteria so that Desert
Weyr’s lamb crop is above the national
average of 110 to 125 percent for Black
Welsh Mountain sheep. Oogie is very
data-driven, which is a great trait for
breeders of rare heritage livestock.

HISTORY OF THE BREED & REGISTRY

Sheep farming remains an important
part of Welsh agriculture, according
to a 2020 article at thesheepsite.com.
The article summarizes a three-year
research study that concluded, “Native
Welsh sheep breeds are an invaluable
and unique genetic resource for future
breeding and conservation programs.”

Researchers studied the DNA of 18
native Welsh sheep breeds and traced
genetics of the Black Welsh Mountain
back to Scandinavia. The researchers
discovered the genetic history of this
breed is influenced by sheep brought to
Wales by Vikings in the 9th century.

McGuire explained that all Welsh
sheep breeds were designed to heft, a
verb describing how various flocks graze
together. Lambs graze with their dams
on the heaf, the land belonging to that
farm. The dam leads the lambs to food,
water sources, and shelter. The sheep
know their territory and stay within the
family group.

A certain level of intelligence is
required to learn the environment
and pass it onto the next generation.
The climate in Wales is wet and cold,
but the flocks are adapted to lambing
outside in brutal weather. During one
extreme winter, shepherds found Welsh
Mountain ewes that had lambed under
snowdrifts and kept their lambs alive.
Ewes with rougher coats were more likely
to survive blizzards. They are a vigorous,
tough breed, especially in conditions
resembling those of Wales.

Historically the Mountain sheep in
Wales were predominantly white, with
black or brown sheep born occasionally.
About a century ago, some Welsh
shepherds began breeding the black
sheep together. They selected offspring
for black color, finer wool, and improved
body conformation. This new breed
called Black Welsh Mountain sheep was
announced in 1922.

Black Welsh Mountain sheep were
first imported to North America by
Thomas Wyman of Easton, Maryland,
in 1972. The American breed registry

was later established in 1990, adopting
the rules and standards of the British
Society established in 1904. The
breed’s conservation status is currently
listed as Threatened on The Livestock

Conservancy's Conservation Priority
List. This means that there are fewer
than 1,000 annual registrations in the
United States and an estimated global
population of less than 5,000 Black Welsh
Mountain sheep.

The American Black Welsh Mountain
Sheep Association has about 45 active
shepherds. Since not every sheep owner
breeds their animals, the association is
very proactive in promoting the breed
and assisting interested shepherds in
assembling starter flocks to assure the
breed’s future success.

There are several genetic clusters
within the breed, and breeders are
encouraged to breed within those
clusters so that every sheep has a
potential genetic outcross. Each cluster
has unique strengths and weaknesses.

Recognizing the importance of
maintaining genetic diversity within
the breed, the association's board of
directors launched a DNA analysis
project. Dedicated individual breeders
fund this endeavor, which costs about
$30 an animal and includes about 150
sheep representing all of the genetic
clusters. To participate, shepherds
submit tissue samples from ear notches
to obtain genetic material. DNA testing
then helps provide an outcross between
genetically close clusters.

Left, Oogie and Ken McGuire hold a
shepherd staff and a ram horn at their
Desert Weyr Ranch. Right, Oogie McGuire
holds a Black Welsh Mountain lamb.
Photos courtesy of Oogie McGuire.

REBUILDING THE REGISTRY

McGuire has also made a positive
impact on both the American Black
Welsh Sheep population and the
shepherds who raise them. She serves
as registrar for the American Black Welsh
Mountain Sheep Association, which
covers the United States and Canada.

In her usual thorough manner,
McGuire rebuilt the registry from scratch
between 1999 and 2000. When semen
was imported from the United Kingdom
to North America, the registrar at that
time did not provide pedigrees for the
semen-bred sheep to owners. McGuire
recreated the registry and has served as
registrar ever since. One of her current
projects is converting the registry into a
new system while writing software from
scratch. This huge personal effort will
keep annual fees to a minimum for the
50 or so breeders in the association.

The registry switched to electronic
animal identification around 2013. The
sheep wear Shearwell ear tags that
include an electronic chip applied at
birth. The advantage of the electronic ID
is specific animal confirmation, avoiding
transcription errors and hard-to-read ear
tag numbers that can be worn off.

“You can lose a tag and might have
to replace it, but the sheep will be
accurately identified by the electronic
chip,” McGuire said.“In any pedigreed
breed, it’s critical you know who they
are. Tracking individuals in a rare breed is
especially important.”

Commercially sold electronic tag
readers were costing breeders up to
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$1,800, a large investment for small flock
owners. The McGuires reduced the cost
to about $350 when Ken designed a
reader built with PVC pipe for less than
$100. Oogie wrote the free, open source
software for it, and uses an Android
tablet that costs around $60.

“The software we wrote, LambTracker,
is really designed to manage all the
flock management tasks,” she said. “It's
targeted at rare breeds. You can do your
mating plans, keep track of medications
or vaccines given, and slaughter
withdrawals. It's a very comprehensive
management system.”

CRYOPRESERVATION

McGuire is also providing ear notch
tissue samples to the USDA's National
Animal Germplasm program (NAGP).
In NAGP’s laboratories the tissue
samples are used to refine a protocol
for producing cell lines that can be
cryopreserved and used to recreate the
original animals through cloning.

Cryopreservation of tissue samples
provides an alternative method to
conserve rare genetics. McGuire has
worked closely with NAGP for many
years to refine artificial insemination
techniques for sheep, and semen from
many of her Black Welsh Mountain
rams are kept in the NAGP's livestock
germplasm collection.

SHAVE 'EM TO SAVE'EM
McGuire is also an active member of
The Livestock Conservancy. She began
participating in the Save ‘Em to Shave
‘Em (SE2SE) Initiative when it was
launched in 2019. This program matches

heritage breed wool and fiber with
spinners, knitters, weavers, crocheters,
and other fiber artists. It has exposed
thousands of people to a wide range of
heritage sheep fleeces.

As an official Shave 'Em to Save 'Em
Fiber Provider for Black Welsh Mountain
sheep, McGuire reported an increase
in sales within the first six months of
enrolling in the program. Last year, her
wool sales were higher than the previous
three years combined.

To learn more about the program
connecting fiber artists with fiber
providers, or to enroll, visit rarewool.org.

MORE THAN WOOL

In addition to wool and breeding stock,
McGuire also sells meat from her Black
Welsh Mountain sheep. It's her main
source of sheep-based income, making
up about 65 percent of her sales.

"It's important that every animal have a
job, on the farm," McGuire said. "Whether
to provide meat, fiber, milk, breeding
stock, or labor!

Black Welsh Mountain sheep are one of
the prime mutton breeds. In the United
Kingdom, mutton is considered meat
from sheep that are more than two years
old when butchered.

“Black Welsh Mountain mutton is very
mild," McGuire said. "It's hard to get
people to try it. But once they do, it’s like
the difference between veal and a well-
aged Angus steak. Good mutton should
have a rich, luscious flavor"

LOOKING FOR NEW BREEDERS
The American Black Welsh Mountain
Sheep Association is always looking

for new breeders for this rare breed.

For those getting into sheep and rare
breeds, McGuire recommends that
effective breeders work within the breed,
register their animals, and maintain the
paperwork needed.

"If all you want is a couple of cute pet
sheep or a milk cow for yourself, you
might still want a rare breed, but don't
take one of the animals needed to keep
the breed going out of the breeding
gene pool," McGuire said. "We need every
lamb. Even a tiny flock with two ewes
and a ram can be an important part of
conservation if the breeder will do the
work. That means, document the lambs
and select within the breed parameters
including good teeth, toes, teats or
testicles, and temperament.”

To learn more about the association,
visit https://blackwelsh.org/.

*X*

This article was written by Cathy R.
Payne. When she retired from teaching
in 2010 and started a sustainable farm,
Payne decided to focus on heritage breeds.
She became a member and raised Khaki
Campbell ducks, Silver Fox and American
rabbits, Gulf Coast sheep, and American
Guinea Hogs. She sold her farm in 2018 and
now advocates for heritage breeds year-
round as a part-time Program Research
Associate for The Livestock Conservancy.

Payne is also the award-winning author
of "Saving the Guinea Hogs: The Recovery
of an American Homestead Breed," with a
foreword by D. Phillip Sponenberg, DVM,
Ph.D. It is available for purchase on The
Livestock Conservancy's web store.
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VOTE FOR 2023 BOARD OF DIRECTORS CANDIDATES

The Livestock Conservancy

= MIEMBER—

The Livestock Conservancy is governed
by a volunteer Board of Directors that sets
policies and priorities for the non-profit
organization. Directors are nominated by
the Governance Committee and elected
by the voting membership to serve
three-year terms, with the option to be
re-elected for a second term.

Voting members must be in good
standing for at least six months prior to
the vote. At least 60 voting members
are required for a valid vote. Each voting
member should cast their vote for or
against each candidate individually; if
the number of votes for the candidate
exceeds the number against, the
candidate is elected.

Members may choose to cast their
ballot electronically or by submitting a
paper ballot via the U.S. Postal Service.
Instructions for both options follow.

Members that would like to nominate
another Livestock Conservancy member
to serve on the board of directors in the
future can request a nomination form by
email at info@livestockconservancy.org or
by phone at 919-542-5704.

EXCEPTIONAL CIRCUMSTANCES

With Alison Martin’s decision to return
to her full-time role as Program Director,
the Board of Directors has appointed
Judy Brummer as Interim Executive
Director, with plans to begin the search
for a permanent executive director. These
changes call for leadership continuity on
The Livestock Conservancy's Board.

The Livestock Conservancy by-laws
allow the Board to extend the term of
an officer by one year under exceptional
circumstances. At the February 11,2023,
board meeting directors determined
these circumstances exist. By vote of the
board at that meeting, Vice President Jay
H.“Jerry” Calvert, Jr. and Secretary Richard
Browning will both extend their terms by
one year, concluding on June 30, 2024.

2023 DIRECTOR CANDIDATES
Board members make a significant
impact on the conservation of heritage

livestock and poultry. Member votes
each year also play a vital role in saving
endangered breeds and in the future of
the organization.

Please learn more about the following
2023 Board of Directors candidates and
vote for the individuals who will help lead
The Livestock Conservancy for the next
three years.

DAVID L. ANDERSON, SECOND TERM
David Anderson was born and raised in

the farming countryside of southwestern
New York state. Asan Eiy7;
adult, he relocated
to California where .
he now resides with &
his wife Michele. M
Anderson has been a o
pro-active communitya
leader, including -
five years of service & LS
on the board of the local unified school
district and as a member of the local area
advisory committee.

Anderson is a life-long breeder and
exhibitor of standard-bred poultry,
including large fowl chickens, bantams,
turkeys, geese, and ducks. He served
six years as president and ten years on
the Board of Directors of the American
Poultry Association (APA), North America’s
oldest livestock organization established
in 1873. Anderson is a general licensed
poultry judge and has served as an expert
poultry witness in court during multiple
trials in California. He was inducted into
the California Poultry Hall of Fame and the
APA Hall of Fame in 2006.

Anderson holds a BA degree in
Psychology with advanced studies in
Systems Management from the University
of Southern California. He is now retired
after enjoying a successful career in the
aerospace industry and space program,
including 30 years as founder and
president of Key Group, a management
and marketing consultant firm providing
support primarily to aerospace-oriented
service companies. He was also part
owner and officer in various companies,
and served on the board of directors of
two other corporations.

DENNIS BIRES, J.D., FIRST TERM

Dennis Bires has had careers as a
practicing lawyer and a law professor
teaching tax and estate planning courses
at the University of
Tulsa. He has served as
legal and tax counsel
for numerous nonprofit
organizations, including
the Woody Guthrie
Center Museum and
Archive, the Bob
Dylan Center Museum
and Archive, and the Tulsa Community
Foundation. Bires also served with
Educare Centers, private preschools
for children from indigent families, and
Still She Rises as a private defender and
social services coordinator for indigent
defendants who are mothers. He's also
worked with the Center of the Universe
Festival, a music and art festival.

Bires was leader of the Docent Program
at The Nature Conservancy'’s Tallgrass
Prairie Preserve and was founding director
and professor at the Summer Institute in
Slovakia, a for-credit law study in Eastern
Europe. He also served as board chair of
the Woody Guthrie Center, and advisory
board member of Friends of American
Song Archives.

Bires was a presenter at The Livestock
Conservancy’s 2014 conference in Austin,
Texas, on “Tax Treatment of Hobby
Farms,”and authored the cover story for
the summer 2005 issue of the quarterly
newsletter, “The Milking Shorthorn in
American History!” He and his wife Marian
raise Galloway and Milking Shorthorn
cattle for their home freezer.

NORMAN BURNS, SECOND TERM

Norman Burns is the President and
CEOQ of Conner Prairie Museum in Fishers,
Indiana. The museum houses a wide
collection of heritage breed livestock and
is an active breeder of Ossabaw pigs, Tunis
sheep, and English Longhorn cattle.

Burns was raised on a small farm
in middle Tennessee with Hereford
cattle. He has been actively involved in
museum administration, entrepreneurial
leadership, fundraising, preservation,
conservation, animal husbandry,
education, and cultural heritage tourism
for more than 34 years. He conducted
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hand-shearing
demonstrations

and many other
tasks with heritage
breeds and heirloom
plants at living
history museums

in Tennessee and
Indiana before
turning to administration. As the CEO and
Executive Director of six different historic
properties and general museums, Burns
has developed nationally-recognized,
innovative programming.

Burns also served on various boards,
committees, and task forces for local and
regional cultural tourism agencies, and in
similar capacities for local, state, regional,
and national museum organizations. He
currently serves as the incoming Chair for
the American Association for State and
Local History.

KEISHA CAMERON, SECOND TERM
Raised in Brockport, New York, a small
town just outside Lake Ontario, Keisha
Cameron grew up as the daughter of
Southern preachers.
From a young age,
she was passionate
about connecting and
communicating with
people who shape
the community and
cultures around her,
always exploring
languages, histories, and stories.
Cameron pursued a major in Speech
Pathology and American Sign Language
(ASL) and interpreted at Ashland
University. She later attended Hampton
University on a track and field scholarship
until her father’s passing in 1995. As
a working mother of three, Cameron
returned to SUNY Empire State College
to study Social Theory, Structure and
Change, an interdisciplinary program
focused on socio-cultural anthropology.
Professionally, Cameron spent more
than a decade co-managing 5 Acre
Studios, a creative brand marketing
and photography company owned and
operated with her husband Warren. She
worked briefly as Community Relations
Manager for Barnes and Noble and as
a Refugee Employment Specialist with
World Relief. These experiences helped
Cameron build skills in community
engagement, since she frequently dealt
with the intersections of inter-cultural

differences, racial inequities, economic
security, and community well-being.

In 2009, using an anti-racist/anti-
othering framework, Cameron founded
The Exchange, a multi-cultural arts and
education organization dedicated to
promoting belonging through education,
hospitality, and play. She also worked
with the Montgomery Improvement
Association, helping commemorate
the 50th Anniversary celebration of the
famous bus boycott and the start of
the Civil Rights Movement. She has also
played host to countless international
visitors, missionaries, dignitaries, and
exchange students.

Cameron's High Hog Farm in Grayson,
Georgia, includes Buckeye and Dorking
chickens, as well as Gulf Coast sheep. She
is also an official Shave ‘Em to Save‘Em
Fiber Provider.

CYNTHIA CAPERS, FIRST TERM

Cynthia Capers is a retired trauma
nurse and pharmaceutical biotech clinical
researcher. She is also a sorority member
of Sigma Gamma Rho, Inc,, and the
founder and owner of Heniscity Farm in
Pegram, Tennessee. [l
Her farm was created
to extend across the
ancestral journey to
Mother Earth, unifying
cultural gaps to the
land and reducing
hunger along the -
way. National Poultry ¥ 3
Improvement Program (NPIP) certified,
Heniscity Farm specializes in heritage
breeds and domestic free-range poultry.
From the big city of Chicago to a small-
town feathered fowl aficionado, Capers
has more than 20 years of experience
poultry of all kinds.

A graduate of Tennessee State
University’s (TSU) New Farmers Academy,
Capers is also a member of American
Pastured Poultry Producers Association
(APPPA), a licensed egg grader, and
an industrial hemp grower. She is
also developing a small flock poultry
curriculum in partnership with TSU.
Recently, Heniscity Farm was chosen as
the first livestock farm certified under the
Cumberland River Compact.

Capers is currently teaming with a
United Nations’ based group to ensure
equality in agriculture across the globe.
Although new to general farm methods,
she is considered the local poultry expert

in the Nashville area and believes heritage
breeds must be on the agricultural radar
as entry-level livestock.

THERESE COUCHER, FIRST TERM

Therese Coucher first read about The
Livestock Conservancy in a magazine
article written in the 1980's about a
woman who imported several Poitou
donkeys from France. As a lifelong animal
lover growing up in the western us., she
was fascinated. The 5
article mentioned
The Livestock
Conservancy's goal
of conserving rare
breeds of livestock
and poultry from
extinction, so she
joined the cause.

For many years, Coucher bred
Komondor dogs and maintained their
registry. She also raised Angora rabbits,
and kept and showed Morgan horses.
Now, she keeps chickens to provide fresh
eggs and lives with two Berger Picards, an
ancient breed of sheepdog.

Coucher is also a tapestry weaver,
woodworker, artist, Master Gardener, and
Master Naturalist. From 2017 to 2022 she
served as a volunteer with The Livestock
Conservancy, working on the annual
livestock census. She reached out to more
than 100 livestock breed associations and
registries each year to gather data used to
determine changes to the Conservation
Priority List. Today, the census reflects
many years worth of worldwide data for
hundreds of breeds thanks to her efforts.

DAVID DAY, J.D., FIRST TERM

David Day and his wife, Brenda, reside
on a small farm outside Noblesville,
Indiana, where
they raise Lincoln
Longwool sheep and
sell wool as an official
Shave‘Em to Save‘Em
Fiber Provider.

Day is also a senior
partner in a central
Indiana law firm. He
has been in private practice for almost
46 years, focused primarily on advising
public school districts and assisting
small businesses and families in business
matters, with an emphasis on succession
planning. He served as managing partner
in his law firm for more than a decade, and
is currently transitioning to a less active
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law practice while assisting with special
projects at the firm.

Day has provided both legal advice and
board service to a number of nonprofit
and civic organizations, including
leadership roles on an elected school
board, president, treasurer and board
member of the Indiana Sheep Association,
board member of two national sheep
breed organizations, and a former board
member of The Livestock Conservancy
and Conner Prairie Museum.

Day is a native of Indiana and holds
a bachelor’s degree from Ball State
University and a law degree from Harvard
Law School.

LAURA MARIE KRAMER, FIRST TERM
Laura Marie Kramer is the Director of
National Accounts for Standlee Premium
Western Forage, a third generation forage
farm located in Southern Idaho, where
she manages the baled division of the
company along with national accounts.
She has a passion for ™¥ &
forage productionand
matching the right
hay with the right
livestock producer.
Her background is in
Ruminant Nutrition
with two decades of
experience working
with farmers.
Kramer is a graduate of Texas A&M
University, and completed her post
graduate work at Texas Tech University.
She grew up on a family farm in rural
Maryland, raising Jersey dairy cattle. She
founded La Bella Farm in Georgetown,
Delaware, in 2009, where she raises Hog
Island Sheep after learning about them
from The Livestock Conservancy, and is
an official Shave 'Em to Save 'Em Fiber
Provider. She also keeps Andalusian,
Delaware, Dominique, and Sussex
chickens. An avid horsewoman, Kramer
also spends her free time riding her two
draft horses and competing in Eventing.

KEITH OHLINGER, FIRST TERM
Keith Ohlinger runs Porch View Farm,

LLC with his family in Howard County,
Maryland. He set out to continue his
family farming legacy by building a
Garden of Eden that was both profitable
and enhanced the ecosystem. On the
farm, they rotationally graze Legacy
Dexter cattle and raise trees on a 22.3
acre silvopasture that uses keylines for

water management
and living hedges
to increase carbon
sequestration and
wildlife habitat.
Ohlinger found

heritage breeds F
perfect for his farming &

VOTING BALLOT

Eligible members may cast one ballot
per membership, for or against each
Board candidate.

There are two ways of voting:

(1) Vote online at https://www.

operation and has surveymonkey.com/r/TLCVote2023
raised San Clemente Island goats, Hog (2) Use this printed ballot and mail

Island sheep, GIo.ucestersh.ire Old Spots. it to PO Box 477, Pittsboro, NC, 27312.
?:i!;?;:% ré;p;gzsiec\;;!f:;i;\ﬁ:ne Ballots must be postmarked no later
ducks, and Silver Fox and American than Friday, May 5,2023.
Chinchilla rabbits.

Ohlinger is an active advocate for
all types of agriculture, and serves on
numerous commissions, councils, and task
forces helping the agricultural and forest

| attest that | am a member of The
Livestock Conservancy for 6 months or
more and | would like to vote for the
following people to fill open seats on
the Board of Directors:

product industries. DAVID L. ANDERSON
TIMOTH:;&;%';R:E'\:‘S'\:I(I’ PH.D., For Against Abstain
Timothy Safranski grew up in Oregon DENNIS BIRES
on a small, diversified livestock farm. A
career in the animal industry was the goal, For Against Abstain

and hogs — Hereford Hogs among them -
helped show him paths in that direction.

Safranski completed his Bachelor of NORMAN BURNS
Science degree at Oregon State University
while living in the sheep barn and then
made his way to the Midwest. He earned KEISHA CAMERON
his Master of Science and Doctor of
Philosophy degrees at the University

For Against Abstain

of Missouri, then __ For ____ Against ____ Abstain
spent a couple years &ﬁ Y CYNTHIA CAPERS
working for USDA- -
ARS in Clay Center, . -

! F A t Abst
Nebraska. Currently, or gains stain
he SEI.’VGS as Professor THERESE COUCHER
of Animal Science
and State Swine For Against Abstain

Extension Specialist,
leading an |ntegrajced extepsmn and. DAVID DAY
research program in genetics, genetic
conservation, and reproductive
management, and teaching the Swine
Productlon' class at Missouri University. LAURA MARIE KRAMER
Safranski has presented on five

continents and 25 states about swine
genetics, reproduction, and management.
He and his family raise crossbred cattle

! KEITH OHLINGER
Katahdin sheep, American and Silver
Fox rabbits, Bourbon Red turkeys, and
various chicken breeds on 91 acres in
Callavyay County, Missouri. He also chairs TIMOTHY J. SAFRANSKI
The Livestock Conservancy's Board
Governance Committee.

For Against Abstain

For Against Abstain

For Against Abstain

For Against Abstain
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Thank you to members and advertisers for supporting the

production of this newsletter. To advertise in this publication,
call 919-542-5704 or email info@livestockconservancy.org.
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B . e S

' FROM EMBRYO/TO CHICK

A.Cooperative Virtual Learning Experience

A 4-H embryology program on YouTube in partnership
with The Livestock Conservancy and Chatham County
4-H Extension: http://bit.ly/ChickVideosYouTube

E TraclurSuppyy.gg O Mannapro
[« nurturing lifie”
o H Marushka Farms
g g Premier 1 Supplies
= S KWCoges
v o
o Battenkill Fiber Carding @y Bleak Hill Lincoln
S and Spinning Mill &: Longwools
In_: Metzer Farms = National Romeldale-
<« Meyer Hatchery E CVM Conservancy
Q. Seven Springs Farm v Whispering Hills Farm
Joe Schallberger

SUPPORTER

Heritage Shorthorn Society

Joe Schallberger @TH“ LivesTocK
The Lippitt Club, Inc. CoNseRvaNCY
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CLASSIFIEDS

Jacos SHEEP BREEDERS ASSOCIATION

Dedicated to conserving Jacah sheep
through registration and education.

Discover this majestic, horilagc- breed!

EXPLORE AND EXPERIENCE &

LEICESTER LONGWOOL

!1' b . 1r--

Dedicating efforts to
preserve a rare and
historic breed.

LEICESTERLONGWOOL.ORG

it =h o=

Barbados Blackbelly American Blackbelly

NASSA

North Amerfcan Shetland Sheepbreeders Association
http://iwww.shetland-sheep.org
+ »-

o

Discover how easy producing exquisite

wool can be:
. 11 Natural Colors of Soft Wool
. Newborn Vigor * Great Mothers
. A Hardy, Heritage Breed
. Supportive Breed Organization

]

www.finefleeceshetlandiorg
L R : &
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CLASSIFIEDS

The American Romeldale/CVM
Association, Inc.

For information on the sheep, wool and Breeder
listing of this Critically Endangered Breed

www.arcainc.org

americanromeldale@gmail.com
registrar@glmregistry.com

NAVAJO-CHURRO SHEEP ASSOCIATION
Established 1986
Website: www.navajo-churrosheep.com

Rrgitrar: Husinos (ffice:
oo Kim Kerley

347 D € rock R
Chehalin, W 4 58512
kimkrriry a rarthlinksam

c's Bannir Barun

AL Bax 190840

Balse, 10 BI7 50840
spinda sdacresi pmailiem

(areal mothers, easy lambing, handy
Lustrous deabli coaiod feece

America’s okdest demestic sheep hreed

CALLING ALL FIBER ARTISTS

Spin, knit, felt, weave, or crochet with rare wool from endangered
sheep. Explore new types of fiber to earn incentives while crafting.

The Livestock Conservancy’s SHAVE ‘EM TO SAVE ‘EM Initiative
connects fiber artists to shepherds raising endangered sheep listed
on the Conservation Priority List. Create for a cause today.

SIGN UP AT RAREWOOL.ORG

SHAVE ‘Em
o SIA\"E. ‘Ex’

MARUSHE A FARMS

Let us introduce you to the rarest of the
rare breeds of sheep in the US today ...

CVM/Romeldales

Theey provide fabulous fleece and
rowving in a palette of colors Including
areys, black, white, and many shades of
brown from oatrneal to dark chocolate
to reddish brown and rose grey.

b

Contact us for breeding
stock, fiber, or yarns at
www.MarushkaFarms.com

Desert Weyr

; .. # - v s | --.-I.

Qur flock is US and UK Registered,
Scrapie Program Export Qualified
and NSIP Recorded

Ken & Qogie McGuire
16870 Garvin Mesa Road
Paonia, CO 81428

(970) 527-3573

www.desertweyr.com sales@desertweyr.com

Ruminants for a small planet

Sheep for all seasons and all reasons

Preductive foragers and grazers.

Easy to manage with minimal fencing.
Distinctive wool to spin, weave and knit.
Very suited to sustainable farming on small
landbase and multi-species pasturing.
Lean, mild and tender meat.

For more information contact
The American Black Welsh
Mountain Sheep Association

- www.blackwelsh.org
P.O. Box 534, Paonia, CO 81428
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CLASSIFIEDS

AMBA Registered
Meishan Pigs

With seven boars and.‘over ten sows we
are able to offer breeding pairs, trios,
as well as bred gilts
Wendy Palmer
478-357-9588
www.imperialfarm.net

Imperial Farm
8834 GA Hwy 24 W
Bartow, Georgia 30413
Contact us for information on how you can add Meishans to your farm

www.lbpbu.com

1 (567) 674-2542
16383 County Rd 75, Kenton OH 43326 ™
A place where each voice counts.

- LARGE BLACK PIG BREEDERS
| UNITED

swineherd@Ibpbu.com Happy Hogging!

The Dutch Belted Cattle Association of America
has the original and only herdbook for Dutch Belted Dairy Cattle

Since 1886 the DBCAA has been continuously recording the

roval lineage of this noble breed, preserving and carrying it

forward from its origin in the pastures of the Netherlands to
the pastures of America's dairymen.

THE SOURCE OF THE BELTED GENETICS FOR ALL OTHER BELTED CATTLE

Carnell 0. Upson, Presiden
3724 County Hwy 33
Cherry Valley, NY 13320-3021
GO7-264-3108

www.DutchBelted.com

- AT
R TR TR L L
R e e ]

T5th AHCA
Anniversary Gathering
June 16-17, 2023

Chamberlain & Cacoma, SD
Events begin at 8:00am dakly

Arrowwood Resort &
Conference Center at Cedar Shore
605.234.6376
SEFSnught (1-4 people)

Bock yols room by ST2Y

Speaker Line Up
Amanda Redls - Rusch Sbeen, Childeen's Book Authar
& Motivatienal Speakis Sowth Dakots
Calebrating Your Mighland bertage
& Shaning o Slory Wit The World
Stewe Camphell - Taflor Made Cattie, Idaho
feliueralt, Trrnlon B Fpsiganetics
Angus Mackay - Coicehuns Fobd, Scatland
Thwe Mistory of Fighland Catile
Wally Congdon - Gan Cafyos Ramch, Mentans
Thie Dvover Ao Hored & Hakr in Wb Asssiios
Entertamment by
Tria Hunikek & the Innocents

GREATFACLS. GREATFMLACES

American Highland Cattle Association
highlandcattlieusa.org

CHATCO

CATTLE

Registered Pineywoods Cattle <
Quality Breeding Stock & Beeves T

CHATCO CATTLE COMPANY, LLC is committed to preserving over
four centuries of natural selection through thoughtful breeding

www.chatcocattle.com

Livestock Conservancy Member
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SOME THINGS ARE BETTER
OFI" I.EFT UNCHANGED...

~ Townded 1999 ~

PCRBA holds ground to this Cornerstone of Excellence

Preserve and Promote Pineywoods Cattle and assist breeders with
Production and Profitability with Purpose

* Landrace cattle bred to thrive in hot, humid, and harsh environments
* Natural selection has developed these hardy, long lived, low input and thrifty foragers & browsers
* Multi-purpose Pineywoods cattle make your goals a reality!

* Pineywoods still produce the finest Beef and Oxen just as they have for centuries

* Low impact & excellent calving rates make these high milking Momma Cows an ideal choice for
restoring & regenerating native ranges

Product of USA

183 Sebron Ladner Place ¢ Poplarville, Mississippi 39470 ¢ 601-795-4672 * PCRBA.org

» LIVING TEXAS HISTORY

Texas Longhorn: The Original Texas Beef

A

TEASLONEROMN  Tenas Longhom Sentervancr

Heritage Shorthorns have the
versatility to be productive in any
small farm setting, from functioning as
the family milk cow to producing
grass-fed beef.

Visit www.HeritageShorthorn.org to
explore the possibilities that exist in
owning these eye catching & calm
cattle, to read about their amazing
history, and to find breeders near you.

Heritage Shorthorns Bring the Past & Future Together

Email: office@heritageshorthorn.org
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CLASSIFIEDS

Livestock Guardian
Dog
Puppies &
Stud Service

Low Country Goats
Bucklings for sale
(Picture of Sire)

Heritage
Turkeys

Eleanor 770-8460-8%989
E@PeacockHill.Farm

AsHrorD HEigHaTs FARM

White & Natural Colored

Leicester Longwool Sheep
Adams, MA 01220
teresa@ashfordheightsfarm.com
www.ashfordheightsfarm.com

e MNon-Sclective Grazers
o Easy to Handle
e Hoof-Rot Resistant » Fine-Grained Low-Fat Meat

Polled & White!
www.StCroixHai rShcepiﬂ rg

¢ No Shearing
# Parasite Resistant

!E)Ic:alc FHlill | incoln Longwuo!s
chistcrcd E)rc.cc{in

= 3 Wm'cr‘lj * Blankets * Roving
. 15138 Bleak Hell Rd. Culpeper, va 20190
= E] WWW.BleakHillLincolnLongwools.com
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HERITAGE
BREEDS

GAVE LIFETO
AMERICAN
AGRICULTURE

And We're Proud to Retum the Favor.

* PURINA DUMOR % Nutrena AND MORE!

o THE far tha S roredy Wikt ol THC Paet & bty of Shop pour favorng bosesds
faat popler iattek ke ire gk Htsrn products il Wil el prochacty &t your Ko
oty e scpane ity desd treaty [FEOPEpr esper e Tracior fupphy Company

el bom Puriva | W PPl o it o sy ore &F ot

FIND VOURR MEARIST STORE AND SHOP LIVESTOCK, POULTRY,
AWD EQUINE FEED AND SUPSLEES OMLINE ANYTIRE!

TRACTORSUFPLY.COM

i

LIVESTOCK CONSERVANCY
MICROGRANTS PROGRAM

2023 Microgrant applications
will open in May.

Learn more and apply at
https://livestockconservancy.org/
resources/micro-grant-program/

Farm & Fence
Solutions

# Fencing ® Sheep & Goat Equipment ® Ear Tags
- Clippers & Shears ¢ Poultry Supplies

"‘FREE Shlbplng on quallfled orders AW

Premler1Supp|IeS com

¥ '*. 800-282 6631 Rear
31 é)btrh S*t Wash|ngtc;rn [A 52353 i

Specializing in Foundation Females that
incorporate the fertility, docility, and longevity
that Heritage Shorthorns are known for.

Johne’s and Bovine Leukosis Free Herd
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THE LIVESTOCK
CONSERVANCY

PO Box 477
Pittsboro, NC 27312 USA
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THE HEIRLOOM FARM: RAISING SILVER MARTEN RABBITS

Brianne Orr of Pleasant Hill, Missouri,
strives to breed rabbits for excellent
temperament and stellar pedigrees. Her
LarkSong Rabbitry focuses on critically
endangered Silver Marten and Silver
rabbit breeds.

“I raise pedigreed rabbits for breed
preservation and promotion, as well as
for show, pets, and other breeders,” she
said.”l run a very small, conservation-
minded rabbitry and focus on producing
show-quality specimens.”

She started with a breeding quad of
Silver Martens, and quickly expanded
to become American Rabbit Breeders
Association (ARBA), National Silver Rabbit
Club (NSRQ), and Silver Marten Rabbit
Club (SMRC) registered.

Silver Marten rabbits are an excellent
multi-purpose breed used for exhibition,
meat, and fur. Martens are about three
to four weeks behind traditional rabbit
meat breeds in maturity. Does can reach
up to 9.5 pounds while bucks may weigh
8.5 pounds. Their short fur is soft, dense
and shiny. It also displays the fly back
characteristic. Colors include black, blue,
chocolate, and sable. A new lilac variety
was added in 2022.

Litters range from five to ten kits,
with six to eight being average. “Silver
Martens are excellent year-round
breeders and really only stop in hot
summers,” she said. "They're also
excellent mothers.”

Orr describes breed temperament as
docile, intelligent, inquisitive, and playful.
“I think Silver Martens would be a perfect

youth rabbit project,” she said. “They are
calm and gentle enough to stand up to
the enthusiastic hugs.”

She tells new breeders Silver Martens
are also very cold hardy. “Keep them out
of drafts, and in deep cold, pack their
housing with straw,” she said. “I've yet to
have any health issues in my herd”

For more information about the
history of the breed, visit https://
livestockconservancy.org/heritage-
breeds/heritage-breeds-list/silver-
marten-rabbit/.

“The sweet-natured Silver Marten
breed is an excellent choice for any
experience level,” Orr said.“They’re not
too big, fairly calm if handled properly,
and very funny to interact with”

In addition to her rabbitry, Orr raises
heirloom vegetables. The Heirloom

Farm offers a Community Supported
Agriculture (CSA) weekly vegetable and
fruit box. She also handcrafts artisanal
goat milk soaps, lotions and sundries and
runs a Heritage Arts Folk School.

“I teach classes about many different
things, including wool fiber prep, hand
spinning, crochet, soap making, candle
making, and more.” Visit her website at
https://the-heirloom-farm.square.site for
more details.

“Every purchase supports the farm,
which focuses on conservation and
education regarding rare and heirloom
breeds and varieties,” Orr said.“l am
striving to build a community that
understands why saving and cultivating
these plants and animals is so important

Photos of Silver Marten rabbits above
courtesy of Brianne Orr.
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