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Maggie’s Rags™ 
 

Jewels Bag 
 

Copyright © 1999 Margaret Radcliffe 
 

These very elegant bags are designed to show 
off your most luxurious yarns.  Pattern stitch 
requires you to use only one color at a time, 
and makes complex-looking color work simple.  
Pattern includes two sizes, each with different 
flap details.  Make one to match each of your 
favorite sweaters--in wool or cotton for day or 
in silk and novelty yarns for evening. 
 
These bags coordinate with the  
Jewels Cardigan (S-001298) 

MATERIALS 
Worsted weight yarn in two colors Main Color Contrast Color 

Small bag (4" x 6" / 10 x 15 cm) 84 yards (77 m) 15 yards (14 m) 
Large bag (6" x 9" / 15 x 23 cm) 193 yds (177 m) 35 yards (32 m) 

 
INSTRUCTIONS Small Bag Large Bag 
Using MC, cast on _____ sts.  First row is WS.  P1, K across until 1 st rem, P1. 35 sts 51 sts 
*Work  in pattern stitch (see page 3) for  ____ repeats, ending with row 6 of 
pattern.  On next row (RS), using MC, K1, P until 1 st remains, K1.  On 
following row, P1, K until 1 st remains, P1.  Repeat these instructions once more 
from *. 

8 repeats 12 repeats 

Needles: US #6 (4 mm), or size needed  
to achieve correct gauge 
Set of double pointed needles the same size 

Gauge: 22 sts = 4" (10 cm) in pattern stitch 

Supplies: Safety pin or stitch holder 
Yarn needle

Samples were knit in a variety of yarns, including 100% Silk &  
50% Kid Mohair/50% Cormo Wool from Oak Grove Yarns. 
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Shape Flap 
Row 1: With MC, K1, SSK, *K1, Sl1 wyib*.  Repeat between * until 4 sts rem, 

K1, K2tog, K1. 
Row 2: With MC, P3, *Sl1 wyif, P1*.  Repeat between * until 2 sts rem, P2. 
Row 3: With CC, Sl3, *K1, Sl1 wyib*.  Repeat between * until 4 sts rem, K1, Sl3. 
Row 4: With CC, Sl3, *K1, Sl1 wyif*.  Repeat between * until 4 sts rem, K1, Sl3. 
Row 5: With MC, K1, SSK, K until 3 sts rem, K2tog, K1. 
Row 6: With MC, P2, K until 2 sts rem, P2. 
Repeat these 6 rows until _____ sts remain, ending with row 5 of pattern. 19 sts 7 sts 
Small Bag: P2, K3tog across, ending P2 (9 sts rem). On the next row, Sl1, 

K2tog, K3tog across.  Pull yarn through remaining 3 sts. 
Large Bag: K1, SSK, K1, K2tog, K1.  Break off yarn and pull through 

remaining 5 sts. 

  

Attach I-Cord 
Cut a piece of MC yarn _____ long and set aside for picking up stitches later. 50" (127 cm) 75" (190 cm)

Using your ball of MC and a dp needle, and starting at the cast on row, with 
right side facing, pick up ____ sts along front of bag on one dp needle.  
Continuing to use the same strand of yarn, pick up the same number of sts along 
the back of the bag on a second dp needle.  Break off yarn leaving a 6" tail to 
weave in later. 

 
25 sts 

 
37 sts 

Join Side Seam 
Fold bag in half along fold line, right side out (see diagram). 
Using your MC ball of yarn and a 3rd dp needle, cast on 3 sts. 
Hold the folded bag in your left hand, and the needle 
with the 3 stitches in your right hand.  Starting at the 
bottom fold of the bag, *K2tog, one st from the front 
needle and one from the back needle.  Slide the 4 sts now 
on your right hand needle to the other end of the needle.  
Without turning, use a 4th dp needle to K2, K2tog.*  
Note that this is easiest if 3 needles are held together in 
the left hand.  Repeat between * until all sts from the 
front and back needles have been used.  K2, K2tog once 
more (3 sts). 
Make Strap 
Continue working these 3 sts to make strap on 2 dp needles as follows: 
* Slide sts back to other end of needle without turning, K3*. 
Repeat between * until cord measures 36" (89 cm) from top of bag, or desired length. 
Place 3 sts on a safety pin or stitch holder.  DO NOT BREAK OFF YARN. 
Join Second Side Seam 
Using reserved yarn and 2 dp needles, pick up stitches along remaining side of bag as for first side.  There 
should be enough yarn to leave at least a 6" (15 cm) tail of yarn at each end.  Remove safety pin from end of 
cord and place 3 sts on a 3rd dp needle.  Fold bag in half and join as for first side, working from top to bottom 
of bag.  When side seam is completed and all stitches have been used, break off yarn and pull through 
remaining 4 sts. 

  25 sts  25 sts

Fold Line

Cast O
n Row

 

Back Front
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Finishing  
Make tassel and attach to point of flap. 
1. Cut a stiff piece of cardboard into a 3" (7.5 cm) square, or use any stiff flat 

object about this size.  Using main color, wrap the yarn lengthwise around 
the cardboard 25 times.  Cut yarn even with bottom edge of cardboard. 

2. Cut a 12" (30 cm) long piece of yarn.  Pull through between the cardboard 
and the wrapped yarn.  Slide up to one end of the cardboard.  With half of 
the yarn extending on either side, tie the two ends tightly and securely 
around the wrapped yarn. 

3. With a pair of sharp scissors, cut through the wrapped yarn at the opposite 
end of the cardboard. 

4. Cut a 12" length of yarn.  Wrap this tightly around the tassel 2 or 3 times, 
about ½" (1.3 cm) from the top.  Tie securely.  Using a yarn needle, pull 
the ends of this tie through to the inside of the tassel so they hang down 
inside. 

5. Shake out the tassel and trim off any uneven ends. 
Weave in ends. 

 
 
 Pattern Stitch Instructions 

Note that all slipped stitches are done as if to purl. 

Row 1: With MC, K2, *Slip 1 with yarn in back, K1*.  Repeat between * across, ending Sl1, K2. 
Row 2: With MC, P2, *Slip 1 with yarn in front, P1*.  Repeat between * across, ending P1. 
Row 3: With CC Slip 2, *K1, Slip 1 with yarn in back *.  Repeat between * across, ending K1, Slip 2. 
Row 4: With CC, Slip 2, *K1, Slip 1 with yarn in front*.  Repeat between * across, ending Slip 1. 
Row 5: With MC, K across. 
Row 6: With MC, P1, K across until 1 st remains, P1. 

Repeat these 6 rows for pattern.  This pattern is done in the mosaic knitting technique (slipping half of the 
stitches on several rows), so each pattern repeat results in  4 completed rows of knitting rather than 6. 

Key 

With MC knit on RS, purl on WS. 
 

With MC, on RS, slip purlwise wyib.  
On WS, slip purlwise wyif. 

With CC, on RS slip purlwise wyib.  
On WS, slip purlwise wyif 

With CC, knit on RS, purl on WS. 
 
 
With CC, purl on RS, knit on  WS. 
 

With MC, Purl on RS, knit on WS. 

Abbreviations 
CC Contrast color 
dp Double pointed 
K Knit 
K2tog Knit 2 together 
K3tog Knit 3 together 
MC Main color 
P Purl 
Rem Remain/remaining 
RS Right side 
Sl Slip 
SSK Slip 1 knitwise, Slip another 

knitwise, Knit these 2 sts together 
St/sts Stitch/stitches 
WS Wrong side 
wyib With yarn in back 
wyif With yarn in front 

Cut

 

 

 

 


